To request translation or disability-related accommodations, please contact us at
bcc@clackamas.us | 503-655-8581.

Si quiere solicitar servicios de traduccion o adaptaciones para la discapacidad,
contactenos en/al bcc@clackamas.us | 503-655-8581.

Y106kl 3aNpoCnTb NEPEeBOA UM NPUCMOCOBNEHMS, CBSI3AHHbIE C MHBAaNVUAHOCTLHO,
noyanymncra, cBaxmTecb ¢ HaMu no: bcc@clackamas.us | 503-655-8581.

LLlo6 nonpocnTu nepeknag abo cneuianbHi Nocayr Ans ocié 3 oco6nmsrmMum
notpebamm, 3BepHITbCS 40 HAC, CKOPUCTABLUMNCH TAKUMU KOHTAaKTHUMU SAaHUMU:
bcc@clackamas.us | 503-655-8581.
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Dé yéu cau dich vu dich thuat hodc diéu chinh lién quan dén tinh trang khuyét tat,
vui long lién hé véi chang téi qua bcc@clackamas.us | 503-655-8581.
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Daniel Nibouar

Director
Disaster Management Ph. 503-655-8378
CLAC[(AMAS 1710 Red Soils Ct., Ste. 225
COUNTY Oregon City, OR 97045 www.clackamas.us
MEMORANDUM
TO: Clackamas County Board of County Commissioners
FROM: Daniel Nibouar, Director, Disaster Management
RE: Outdoor Burning Restrictions Informational Update

DATE: July 7, 2026

REQUEST: Informational Only

BACKGROUND: Within Clackamas County, outdoor burning restrictions are implemented through a
coordinated, multi-agency framework supported by the Clackamas County Fire Defense Board. Oregon
Department of Forestry (ODF), the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), local fire districts, and
federal land management agencies each establish and implement restrictions within their respective
authorities.

Under ORS 477.508, the ODF State Forester is authorized to declare regulated fire season when weather and
vegetation conditions increase the risk of wildfire. In western Oregon, regulated fire season typically begins
between May and July, depending on weather, fuel moisture, and wildfire risk. This year fire season started in
the Northwest Oregon Area on June 15™. During fire season, ODF monitors weather observations and fire
behavior indices to determine Fire Danger Levels and associated public use restrictions. ODF may restrict
activities that could cause wildfires, including campfires, smoking, commercial equipment uses, and debris
burning, and may investigate violations and, in certain circumstances, pursue enforcement actions and cost
recovery. The declaration of regulated fire season does not replace or reduce the authority of local fire districts.

Local fire districts have the authority to regulate outdoor burning and implement local burn bans or restrictions
under ORS 478.960, and Oregon Fire Code Section 307. In general, the backyard burn season, as defined in
OAR 340-264, is March 1 — June 15 and October 1 — December 15, but these dates may change due to
weather conditions. This year, all fire districts in Clackamas County closed backyard burn season on June 13",
Backyard burning is the open burning of yard, tree, and garden debris. Small recreational fires, such as
campfires and firepits are allowed, unless prohibited by city code or during extreme fire danger. The
Clackamas Fire Defense Board coordinates regularly, at least weekly, with ODF and others to
determine if additional restrictions are needed.

Within Clackamas County there are a few areas that are more restrictive on burning. The Department of
Environmental Quality prohibits open and outdoor burning in an area roughly analogous to the Metro Urban
Growth Boundary year-round. In addition, some cities are more restrictive, as in the city of Canby and Happy
Valley.

The fire districts within the Washington County Fire Defense Board have implemented similar restrictions to the
fire districts on the Clackamas County Fire Defense Board prohibiting backyard, agricultural, and debris
burning while continuing to allow small recreational and warming fires, as well as outdoor cooking, provided
they meet established size and safety requirements.

The Multnomah County Fire Defense Board, including the City of Portland, has adopted the most restrictive
burn ban by prohibiting recreational campfires and fire pits in addition to open burning. The restrictions help
reduce the potential for human-caused ignitions, including recreational fires and fires used for cooking or
warming by individuals who may be experiencing homelessness.


https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors477.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors478.html
https://www.oregon.gov/osp/programs/sfm/Pages/Fire_Codes.aspx
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1568
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=3a5d78bab88f438a8697f0acf737f633
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=3a5d78bab88f438a8697f0acf737f633
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/canby/latest/canby_or/0-0-0-1833
https://www.happyvalleyor.gov/services/code-enforcement/residential-open-burning/
https://www.happyvalleyor.gov/services/code-enforcement/residential-open-burning/
https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/Home/Components/News/News/17460/
https://www.portland.gov/fire/burn-ban-status

Clackamas County's approach to regulating fire activities balances wildfire prevention, air quality management,
and local operational considerations across multiple fire districts and jurisdictions. Burning restrictions are
authorized under ORS 477.508, ORS 478.960, and Oregon Fire Code Section 307, providing state and local
agencies with the authority to implement restrictions necessary to protect life, property, and natural resources
during periods of elevated fire danger.

RECOMMENDATION: Informational only

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel Nibouar
Director, Disaster Management
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